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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
(1) 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

(2) 

Claims 8-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Bonzo 4,557,773 in 
view of JAIC 1984, Gipson 4,646,914 and University of Technology Sydney Adhesive Tape 
Database. 

Bonzo discloses a method of fabricating a honeycomb structure comprising: providing an 
extruded ceramic honeycomb structure; securing a solid covering film to the end face of the 
honeycomb; forming openings in the film by sources such as laser or intense light; plugging cells 
in the honeycomb with ceramic cement; and firing the structure and cement. The solid covering 
film can be masking tape such as one mil thick (0.025 mm, 25 ^un) polyester film such as Scotch 
Brand Magic Transparent Tape (col. 7, line 3 - col. 11, line 22). 

JAIC 1984 teaches that Scotch Brand Magic Mending Tape has an acrylic polymer 
adhesive (pg. 102). 

Gipson teaches that one type of Scotch Brand tape is polyester film tape with an acrylic 
adhesive (col 2, lines 51-53). 

The University of Technology Sydney Adhesive Tape Database teaches that Scotch 
Brand tapes of backing and acrylic adhesive have a thickness of adhesive of approximately 0.02 
mm (20 fim). 
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By providing the masking tape as Scotch Brand tape with polyester fihn (backing), the 
tape is provided with an acrylic adhesive because Scotch Brand tapes use acryUc polymer for the 
adhesive, as evidenced by JAIC 1984 and Gipson. 

By providing the masking tape as Scotch Brand tape with acrylic adhesive, the tape is 
obviously provided with an adhesive thickness of approximately 20 pm, as the University of 
Technology Sydney Adhesive Tape Database teaches that Scotch Brand tapes are provided with 
acrylic adhesive thickness of approximately 20 pm. By providing a polyester backing of 25 jxm 
thickness and acryUc adhesive of approximately 20 ^im thickness for applying to the honeycomb, 
a tape (film) of total thickness of approximately 45 |im (in the range of 10-70 ^m as claimed in 
Claim 10) comprising a polyester substrate layer of thickness of 25 |xm (in the range of 5-40 \im 
as claimed in Claim 12) and acrylic adhesive layer of thickness of 20 ^im (in the range*of 5-40 
\im as claimed in Claim 13) is provided, thus providing an adhesive tape having an adhesive 
force in the range of 3-15 N/25 mm or 10-15 N/25 mm (as measured in accordance with 
JIS Z0237), as claimed. Because the tape of polyester backing and acrylic adhesive has total 
thickness and backing and adhesive thicknesses within the ranges set forth as providing adhesive 
film having adhesive force in the range of 3-15 N/25 mm, the tape of polyester backing and 
acrylic adhesive as described by Bonzo in view of the teachings of JAIC, Gipson and the 
University of Technology Sydney Adhesive Tape Database obviously has an adhesive force 
within the ranges of 3-15 N/25 mm and 10-15 N/25 mm. 
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Response to Arguments 

(3) 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 8 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

As set forth in the rejection, Scotch tapes conventionally have acrylic adhesive of 
thickness of approximately 20 ^im. While the prior art may not suggest a range of adhesive force 
which is desirable to prevent honeycomb breakage and film slippage, the prior art nevertheless 
discloses or suggests using an adhesive tape which has properties of thicknesses, and thus 
adhesive force, within the ranges as claimed. The Examiner does-not have the means to measure 
the adhesive force of the tape in accordance with JIS Z0237, however, the materials and 
thicknesses are similar to that of the adhesive fihn of Example 2 of Applicant's Table 1. Thus it 
is reasonable to conclude that the tape has an adhesive force similar to that of Example 2, which 
is 12.26 N/25 mm. 

Conclusion 
(4) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin Curtis Mayes whose telephone number is 571-272-1234. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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